Increased superoxide anion release by peritoneal macrophages in mice with a chronic infection of lactic dehydrogenase virus.
The function of macrophages in mice chronically infected by lactic dehydrogenase virus (LDV) was studied. Superoxide anion (O2-) release was examined by using peritoneal macrophages. O2- release increased markedly from 3 weeks to 12 months, but not at 1 week post infection. O2- release was 1.2 to 1.5 times greater than in uninfected mice. Increased O2- release from macrophages in LDV-infected mice may explain, at least in part, suppressive effects on tumour growth seen in the chronic phase of infection.